
Where is 
forced labour 
prevalent?

94%
of all modern slavery 
victims are exploited in 
a country in the same 
income-based regional 
grouping as their coun-
try of residence

Women experience higher rates of 
forced labour in domestic work and the 
sex industry, while men are more likely 

to be exploited in construction and 
manufacturing sectors

in proportion to the population is 
in Asia and the Pacific (4 in 1,000 
people), followed by Europe and 
Central Asia (3.6 out of 1,000) 
and Africa (2.8 out of 1,000) 

24% 
of forced labour in the private economy 
happens in the domestic work sector

18% 
in construction

15% 
in manufacturing

11% 
in agriculture,
forestry, and fishing

The highest 
prevalence

In which industry sectors?

1,280,000

3,250,000

16,550,000
350,000

3,420,000

GLOBAL FACTS AND FIGURES
How many are trapped in forced labour?

are in forced labour globally are working in the private economy, 
including in private economic activities 
and commercial sexual exploitation

are children
Almost 25 million people Of them, 20.8 million Some 4.3 million

Forced Labour: Global Overview    

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/forced-labour/definition/lang--en/index.htm


VULNERABILITIES
People in forced labour suffer a variety of forms of coercion

Debt bondage accounts for 50% of forced 
labour in the private economy, around 8 million 
people worldwide, spanning across all sectors

24% 
of all victims experience withholding, or 
threatened withholding, of wages

17% 
are threatened with violence 

16% 
experience physical violence

12% 
experience threats against family

Multidimensional poverty, informality, 
lack of adequate protection and gaps 
in legislation are among root causes 

98%
Women and girls are disproportionately affected by forced labour

Women and girls are disproportionally 
affected and comprise 63% of people in 

forced labour

Women are exposed to multiple forms 
of discrimination, due to their gender, 

migration status, race and social status and 
are therefore more vulnerable to abuse

98% of those who experience sexual 
violence as a form of coercion are 

women and girls

International migrant workers

Nearly one in 
four victims of 
forced labour 
are international 
migrant workers

Inadequate 
recruitment and 
placement 
systems and restrictive 
immigration policies fuel 
abusive and fraudulent 
practices, inducing many 
to choose illegal routes

Excessive fees, 
passport retention, 
threats
and false promises by 
unscrupulous agents 
may culminate to debt 
bondage, forced labour 
and human trafficking

Irregular or  
informal status,
language barriers, 
poor social integration, 
limited knowledge of 
local conditions and 
reduced bargaining 
power are unique 
challenges migrants face

Migrants are also 
highly vulnerable 
when fleeing situations 
of violence and conflict

ILO instruments on forced labour
The ILO defines forced labour as “all work or service which is exacted from any person under the threat of a penalty and for which the 
person has not offered himself or herself voluntarily.” The following instruments to support the eradication of forced labour are available: 

 ` ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) 
 ` ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
 ` ILO Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)

 ` ILO Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (P029) 
 ` ILO Forced Labour Recommendation, 2014 (No. 203) 
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To join us, and for further 
information, please contact:  
fl-businessnetwork@ilo.org  
or visit flbusiness.network
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